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resented more hidden and mysterious sins. "She's
a bad girl, Mother, the boys talk about her/' "He's
a bad boy. Nice girls won't speak to him." We
merely touched edges with them, most of us, for
they went their way together, with little done
about them, except complaints to parents, expul-
sion from school, and juvenile court for the worst
of them. Yet these children were far from being
unregenerate. They were normal children who had
wandered into bypaths of exploration, were dis-
covered, and upon discovery found that the door
to social acceptance was closed to them.

The years of preadolescence are peculiarly suited
to these excursions into the unknown. Boys and
girls alike are out for adventure without the han-
dicaps of sex, which for them does not exist, ex-
cept as a game or occupation. Whatever the inci-
dent, one may be sure the basis is far from romance.
No tender affection is likely ever to grace the play
partnership. One boy and girl pledged to make a
hobby of collecting "dirty words" (their term).
The dealings were as hard and businesslike as any
two traders on the public market. Initiation rites,
pass words, tests for membership in clubs are not
infrequently in the field of the unmentionable.

Yet no matter what the nature of the "play,"
the play in itself has not, judging from the evi-